What is claimed is: 

iN^material comprising: 

r^TFE having a node and fibril microstructure; and 
a surface having a number of node clusters and gnarled nodes 
situated between the node clusters. 
/ 2r^A^riaterial comprising 

PTFE having a npde and fibril microstructure; 
a textured pattern having multiple ridges and valley surfaces; 
the ridges comprised of node clusters; and 

the valley surfaces having gnarled nodes protruding therefrom. 

3. A material according to claim 2 wherein 

at least one gnamed node has a protruding length measured from 
a valley surface; I 

the gnarled node is adjacent to a ridge having a height; 

the gnarled node protruding length is greater than the height of 
the adjacent ridge; and I 

the gnarled node is substantially devoid of fibrils along the 
protruding length. / 

4. A material according to claim 2 wherein 

a gnarled node has a longitudinal axis and a protruding length 
measured from the valley surface; 

the longitudir al axis has at least two angular deflection points; 

and 

the gnarled node is substantially devoid of fibrils along the 
protrudinojength. r 0i 



A material according to claim^wherein the multiple ridges are 
substantially parallel to each other. ^? 

A material according to claim^wherein 

the material is a sheet having two opposing surfaces; and 



one opposing surface has multiple ridges and valleys. 

fher 



|(|^^A material according to clainr^wh^rein 

the material is a sheet having two opposing surfaces; and 
-"two opposing surfaces have multiple ridges and valleys. 
r A process for modifying aOriatepal surface, comprising the steps of: 
a) providing ar/^c^anded PTFE material having a surface 
comprised of nodes and fibril^tfT^fbrils having lengths; and 
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b) exposing^4expapded PTFE surface to a laser beam to 
remove nodes and alter fibril \3&glfosTb form node clusters and gnarled nodes. 
9. An article batfTng at fe^st one surface treated in accordance with the 




# 



material comprising: 

at least one node having a protruding length measured from a 



valley surface; 



and 



the at least one node being adjacent to a ridge having a height; 
the noqe protruding length being greater than the height of the 





adjacent ridge. 

1 1 . A material accorclirigUo^cljaim 10 wherein 

the at j£as£ofte rjode is substantially devoid of fibrils along the 
iing lengtf 
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